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Brass Band 
Saturday Morning Music School

March 2010
Hi all,
To start the last newsletter I said welcome back after Christmas and now it’s very nearly Easter! Where does all the time go?
Firstly a big well done to everyone who attended the Haverhill concert, I think I can safely say a good time and worthwhile experience was had by all. As teachers we were disappointed by the number of our students who didn’t attend this concert especially those who only told us at the last minute. This situation was discussed at our last Music School Meeting with the result of us initiating an attendance reward prize draw. The idea being that when a student turns up to music school they receive an attendance ticket that is placed in a draw box, if the music school holds concerts / functions etc, any student attending that event will receive 5 bonus tickets for the draw thus increasing their chances of winning. At the end of every term we will hold the draw which will be for a very worthwhile prize. Final details are still being worked on but that’s the crux of the idea.
IMPORTANT PLEASE NOTE: That due to the Regional Brass Band Championships changing the day of the annual 4th section contest from Sunday to Saturday, it will not be possible to hold Music School next Saturday 20th March 2010. So again this will be a four week half term. Any overpayment of fees will of course be refunded or carried forward to the next half term.
To be open & encourage more parents to pass on ideas, comments etc it has been decided to start a parent’s forum on the last music school morning of every half term starting on Saturday 27th March at 12.00 noon. Charlotte Jay & Alison Dale have agreed to lead and liaise with the main music school meetings, so come along and have an open chat over a cuppa with some fantastic home made cakes. 
We all wish Samuel (Grade 5) & Daniel (Grade 3) who are taking A.B.R.S.M. practical examinations in less than a fortnight the best of luck. If we are going to run A.B.R.S.M. practical exams in July again you all need to start thinking about the grades you want to enter, so speak with your teachers and let Jenny know A.S.A.P.

As previously mentioned Colchester Rotary Festival of Music & Dance takes place during the end of June – beginning of July 2010, anyone interested please get your entries in to Ann Bolton this week!
Essex Music Services are running a Brass workshop on Sunday 27th June. The workshop is being led by a great friend of mine Steven Drury who is one of the finest cornet players in the country having played Flugel Horn with Black Dyke and guested with every top band in the country. We feel this will be a terrific opportunity for our players to mix with other brass players from around the county and enjoy a day of music making, so we have decided to register & pay for whole music school to the go to this event. If anyone doesn’t wish to attend you must let us know you want to opt out otherwise you will be registered. Of course there will be bonus draw tickets for anyone who does attend!
Could we kindly ask any parents attending Apprentice Band rehearsal who want to sit and talk to do so in the canteen area rather than around the entrance doors. The noise levels have been proving off putting and disruptive to the MD & band members alike. Your co-operation in this matter would be much appreciated.
Note: We would again like to run an Easter fund raising tombola at Music School on 27th March, so any prizes / eggs you could donate would be much appreciated, please see Charlotte Jay or Alison Dale. 
Any parent / helper who is prepared to join the Saturday Scrummy cake rota please speak to Alison Dale.

If anyone has anything that they wish to bring to the attention of the main band committee please see one of your representative;
Antony Sanders / Charlotte Jay

Music School liaison. 
Melanie Jay


                        Music School junior representative
Band Committee Meetings are held every second Wednesday of the month. 
Antony







