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Renovated Bandstand Opened 
The newly renovated bandstand in Cliff Park, Dovercourt was officially 
opened on Sunday 16 October 2011 by the Mayor of Harwich, Barry 
Brown. The bandstand had been in a state of poor décor and dis-repair for 
many years, a veritable ‘blot on the landscape’ you might have said, until 
Essex County Council, in partnership with the local council and private 
enterprise, commissioned its ‘rebirth’. The architect was John Donnelly. 
The work was carried out by Rose 
builders of Mistley and overseen by 
Paul Skeets, project manager, from 
Essex County Council.  

The weather was glorious - the sun 
shining and it was pleasantly warm 
and to celebrate the opening an 
hour and half of music was 
performed in two parts. The main 

band played first for an hour performing a selection of pieces 

from the ‘quay’ pads.  

The second part saw 
the apprentice band 
performing for half an 
hour. What a 
wonderful afternoon. 

Unfortunately the 
bandstand has 
already been the 
target of vandalism 
and repairs had to be 
carried out prior to 
the opening – a sad 

reflection of our times but let us hope it doesn’t suffer too much from the actions of a mindless few. 



 

 

There’s No Gain Without Pain! 
Quite often there is some good that comes out of tragedy, and that has 
certainly been the case with our own Music School.  
Back in 2003 Declan Heath a young Harwich boy contracted cancer 
and subsequently, tragically died aged only 9 years old. Declan’s 
parents and Mayflower School, Dovercourt, where he was a pupil, were 
determined his untimely death should not be in vain so together they 
decided to hold a memorial concert in his name which would raise 
funds for a cancer charity. Harwich Royal British Legion Brass Band 
was delighted to accept an invitation and in April 2004 performed the 
first Declan Heath Memorial Concert to a capacity audience. The 
programme was modern and upbeat. It also included some combined 
items with children from Mayflower School concluding with a special 
song ‘Why Declan’ composed especially for the occasion by the bands 
Principal Cornet player Kate Love who had both personal and family 
connections with the school. The concert was a huge success and ran 
for many years helping to keep Declan’s name alive and raising large 

amounts of money for charity. 

Many children attending the first Declan Heath Memorial Concert were surprised at, and really enjoyed, 
the diverse range music brass bands were able to perform and many subsequently contacted us about 
the possibility of learning a brass or percussion instrument. At that time we, as a band, had nothing in 
place for such an influx of young people but within a few weeks Sandra Lester and I were busy giving 
brass lessons before band rehearsal on Monday evenings whilst Kate Love took on many budding 
percussionists. From that moment we all realised, firstly, that a huge opportunity had presented itself 
and, secondly, that a more permanent solution would be required to secure the longer term future of the 
Harwich Royal British Legion Brass Band. After a great deal of thought, planning, fund raising and 
organisation our Music School was launched in November of 2004. Run entirely by existing band 
members it was initially located at the Harwich School but after three years moved to its current base at 
Chase Lane Primary School, Dovercourt. Since its inception eight years ago half the members of the 
current main band have come from the Music School and many of our original students are now feeding 
back and teaching the current intake of beginners within the school.  

In memory of Declan we annually present the Declan Heath Memorial Trophy to the most improved 
student of the year. 

There’s an old saying that goes “There’s no gain without pain” so, as we head into 2012 with all the 
opportunities and challenges that lay ahead, we should look back with much pride at the success the 
band has achieved to date. Of course none of this would have been possible without the incredible 
sacrifice and effort that has, and continues to be, put in by so many past and present Band Members / 
Musical Directors  over an extended period which has allowed the following twenty eight current band 
members of varying ages to begin and develop their brass and percussion playing skills within our own 
organisation in Harwich:  

 
When we travel to Stevenage on Saturday 17th March to compete in the London & Southern Counties 
Regional Brass Band Championships 2012 - this year in the third section for the first time in the band’s 
history - we should be proud that at a time when the majority of bands are struggling to fill seats it is our 
own band of local people (not a band of deputies) that will be representing Harwich as we attempt to 
repeat last years achievement of qualifying for the National Brass Band Finals 2012 at Cheltenham in 
September.   Watch this space in April’s edition to see how we get on. 

Antony Sanders  - Musical Director. 

Sandra Lester  Beverley Bond  Andy Rose  Brian Harmer  Jane Gibson  

Barry Hughes  Becky Smith  Nick Woods  Robert Dack  Amanda Saywell  

Jenny Brown  Paul Bond  Ellie Cole  Simon Probert  Matthew Harmer  

Melanie Jay  Alice Waterman  Craig Sanders  Tom Muellar  Peter Gibson  

Chloe Jay  Hannah Rose  Hannah Rigg  Ben Lewis  Daniel Waterman  

Liam Wills  Ellie Bould  David Treweek      



 

 

Westcliff Theatre - 90 Years On Remembrance Concert  - November 
On Sunday 6 November the Band was joined by Chase Lane School Choir, Pipe Major Ben Langley, 
Bob Sangwell, The Royal Hospital School Drum Corps and guest conductor Roger Jones from the 
Royal Hospital School in presenting their annual Remembrance Concert on 6 November 2011 at the 
Westcliff Theatre, Clacton. 

The theatre goers were presented with a varied programme with pieces from the band, a few songs 
from Bob Sangwell, a Drum Corps set piece and, of course, a series of songs from the choir. All this 
was followed by the act of Remembrance for all of those fallen in conflicts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A retiring collection raised £149.00 for the Poppy Appeal from an appreciative and generous 
audience. 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  MUSICIAN  SANDERS 

 
On Thursday 15th December 2011, 16 year old Harwich Royal British Legion band member, Craig 
Sanders officially became Musician Sanders of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines band service, after 
passing out from fifteen gruelling weeks of initial military training at HMS Nelson, Portsmouth and 
The Royal Marines Commando Centre at Lympstone, Devon. 

For the next two and a half years Craig will be  studying percussion at the Royal Marines School of 
Music, HMS Nelson,  joining up with another former Harwich RBL band member William Thurston, 
who is in his second year of French horn studies. 

In 2014 Craig will assigned to one of the five H M Royal Marine bands. 
 

Harwich Remembers 
At 11.00am on Friday 11th November 2011 Band MD Antony 
Sanders was joined by two pupils from Chase Lane Primary 
School to play, before a large crowd, the Last Post & 
Reveille at the Towns official Remembrance Day Ceremony 
at the Dovercourt War Memorial. 
Kaci Mark (aged 11) & Ellie Bould (aged 9) are pictured left, 
after the ceremony, with Barry Brown (Mayor of Harwich), 
Stan Wall (Harwich Royal British Legion) and James Cole 
(Harwich Royal British Legion Pipe Band).  
Ellie Bould attends the Bands Saturday Morning Music 

School and is also the main Bands youngest member having recently attained her grade 3 cornet 
examination. 

Well done also to those buglers that played around the district on Remembrance Sunday. 

Princes Theatre - 90 Years On Concert - October 
On Sunday 9th October the Band performed a concert at the Princes Theatre, Clacton, celebrating 
the 90th anniversary of the Royal British Legion: “90 Years On”.  For the second half of the concert 
the Band jointly performed with the band and drum corps of the Royal Hospital School, Holbrook.   

The concert was performed on behalf of the Clacton RBL branch and raised £287.88 for their 
Poppy Appeal. The varied programme was well received by an appreciative audience. 



 

 

‘BRASSED OFF IN HARWICH ’ 
Copies of our CD are still available via our website - 
www.harwichrblbrassband.co.uk  - and will also be on sale at  concert venues. 
Orders may also be placed by e-mailing orders@harwichrblbrassband.co.uk 
(£8.00 plus £1.50 p&p) 

 

Cape Cod M.A 

 

Dates for the Diary 

Date Title  Venue Start Time 

28/01/12 Fund Raising Concert for Music School Wix Village Hall  7.00pm 

15/04/12 Clacton Rotary Charity Concert (TBC) Westcliff Theatre 3.00pm 

04/06/12 Diamond Jubilee Concert King George IV Field, Wivenhoe 8.00pm 

Profile - Jane Gibson (Baritone) 

I grew up in a musical household. My father is a great pianist and in 
his younger days played in a lot of Jazz bands. My mother sang solos 
in various churches accompanied by Dad on the piano and me as a 
toddler standing by her side. Dad and I shared an interest in Classical 
music in particular and we would go to a lot of Classical concerts 
together. I took up piano at a young age but gave up at Grade 3. One 
of my biggest regrets now.  At secondary school I was offered the 
chance to take up an instrument. I favoured the harp but was 
encouraged to play the flute. Do you think this might have had 
something to do with size and cost on my parents behalf? I studied to 
Grade 6 and played, badly, in the school orchestra until I left full time 
education. 

When I left school I stopped playing the flute. I had never been 
allowed to join outside music organisations as most of them 

rehearsed on a Sunday, so other than playing for my own satisfaction I had no further interest in 
carrying it on. 

Twenty five years later my son, Peter, joined The Harwich Royal British Legion Brass Band Music 
School. Here was my introduction to the Brass World. Living in Frinton the half hour journey to 
Harwich meant I had 3 hours to kill whilst waiting for him. I used to visit Morrisons for the weekly 
shop or do work on my laptop in the car. The Music School held an open evening concert in their 
first year and invited adults or children who might be interested in learning a brass instrument to 
sign up. I figured I could read music and had 3 hours to kill so why not? I joined the school in the 
following September learning Baritone. I progressed enough to be invited to join the Main Band 
within my first year. Five years later I play 1st Baritone in the Main Band and help teach at the Music 
School, giving back what I had benefitted from and trying to encourage others to be a part of a 
fantastic organisation. Being part of the Band has given me so many experiences, playing on stage, 
playing in competitions at National level, tours abroad, friendship and so much more. I can’t imagine 
being without it now.  

I have to admit I am not a total convert to Brass Music but it is coming a close second to Classical. 
My first choice station on my car radio is Classic FM but my first choice on my internet/computer 
radio is All Brass Band Radio.  

Thank you Harwich RBL Brass Band for giving me such a great hobby and providing lots of fun and 
enjoyment. You are all wonderful.  

    



 

 

Life - Lessons Learnt 
The following  musings are written by Regina Brett - a United States writer and broadcaster who has 
written several books pertaining to life (http://reginabrett.com). These ’words of wisdom’  were written 
when she just 45 (not 90 as claimed on some sites on the internet from which this has been extracted).  
 
  1. Life isn't fair, but it's still good. 
  2. When in doubt, just take the next small step. 
  3. Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. Change the way you think. 
  4. Your job won't take care of you when you are sick. Your friends and family will. Stay in touch. 
  5. Pay off your credit cards every month. 
  6. You don't have to win every argument. Agree to disagree. 
  7. Cry with someone. It's more healing than crying alone. 
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  9. Save for retirement starting with your first pay cheque. 
10. When it comes to chocolate, resistance is futile. 
11. Make peace with your past so it won't screw up the present. 
12. It's OK to let your children see you cry. 
13. Don't compare your life to others. You have no idea what their journey is all about. 
14. If a relationship has to be a secret, you shouldn't be in it. 
15. Everything can change in the blink of an eye. 
16. Take a deep breath it calms the mind. 
17. Get rid of anything that isn't useful, beautiful or joyful. 
18. Whatever doesn't kill you really does make you stronger. 
19. It's never too late to have a happy childhood. But the second one is up to you and no one else. 
20. When it comes to going after what you love in life, don't take no for an answer. 
21. Burn the candles, use the nice sheets, wear the fancy lingerie. Don't save it for a special occasion.   
22. Just because you believe you are right, doesn't mean you are. Keep an open mind. 
23. Be eccentric now. Don't wait for old age to wear purple. 
24. The most important sex organ is the brain. 
25. No one is in charge of your happiness but you. 
26. Frame every so-called disaster with these words 'In five years, will this matter?' 
27. Always choose life. 
28. Forgive everyone everything. 
29. What other people think of you is none of your business. 
30. Time heals almost everything. Give time time. 
31. However good or bad a situation is, it will change. 
32. Don't take yourself so seriously. No one else does. 
33. Believe in miracles. 
34. Your job is to love your children, not choose who they should love. 
35. Don't audit life. Show up and make the most of it now. 
36. Growing old beats the alternative -- dying young. 
37. Your children get only one childhood. 
38. All that truly matters in the end is that you loved. 
39. Get outside every day. Miracles are waiting everywhere. 
40. If we all threw our problems in a pile and saw everyone else's:  we'd grab ours back. 
41. Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you need. 
42. The best is yet to come... 
43. No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show up. 
44. Give way. 
45. Life isn't tied with a bow, but it's still a gift." 



 

 

Everything in its  place. (Sumitted by Mervyn Couls on) 
By using considerable logic fit these composer’s names into the correct position in the grid. The 
names have been listed in alphabetical order, according to their length. Finally, sort out the letters in 
the shaded squares to find the surname of another composer.  

 

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

3 LETTERS 5 LETTERS SATIE FRANCK 

BAX AURIC SOUSA GLINKA 

4 LETTERS DUFAY WIDOR GOUNOD 

ADAM ELGAR 6 LETTERS HANDEL 

ARNE FALLA ARNOLD RUBBRA 

BERG GLUCK BARBER WAGNER 

LALO GRIEG BRIDGE WEBERN 

ORFF HENZE CHOPIN 7 LETTERS 

WOLF LEHAR DVORAK BELLINI 
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